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The op-ed section of the Jan. 14 issue of the New York Times contains a letter by Nicaraguan
President Daniel Ortega. After stating that the US-financed contra war has already caused over
50,000 Nicaraguan casualties (including 25,527 dead), and economic damage in excess of $3.5
billion, Ortega appeals for an end to contra aid. Additional highlights of the letter are summarized
below. In 1984, Nicaragua's first pluralistic and free elections took place. The contras are welcome
to participate in the next elections, provided they disarm and thereby become part of the legal
political opposition. Although the FSLN is confident of the support of most Nicaraguans, the party
will not prevent the opposition from assuming control of the government if they in fact, win the
elections. "We are prepared to become the loyal opposition if that is what the people decide."
The Nicaraguan government has never tried to obscure the fact that it seeks to maintain an army
larger than is needed in peacetime as well as a sizable militia. This activity is necessary until the
threat of a Grenada-style invasion by the US is removed. Interpretations of statements made by
the defector Roger Miranda Bengoechea to the effect that Nicaragua plans a military buildup and
acquisition of Soviet jets, even after relations with the US are normalized, are false. If Nicaragua
receives "sufficient security guarantees from Washington," there would no need for a large army
or acquisition of unnecessary armaments. In fact, the draft proposal stolen by Miranda put forth
arguments for the reduction in the size of the standing army over the next seven years. In the
context of regional agreements, and if Nicaragua achieves sufficient guarantees for its security from
the US in direct talks, the Nicaraguan government would in turn, take the following steps: establish
limits on army and armaments, with a mutual ban on all offensive weapons; remove foreign military
advisers and prohibit the presence of foreign troops in the region; prohibit the establishment of
foreign military bases in Nicaraguan territory; and, prohibit the use of Nicaraguan territory to
threaten or subvert any country in the region. There is no need for the Reagan administration
to "pressure" Nicaragua to move toward peace. Rather, the administration could benefit from
pressure. Further contra aid only reinforces Washington's refusal to negotiate with Nicaragua. [At
a Jan. 14 State Department press briefing, spokesperson Charles Redman responded to Ortega's
letter. He said the US is willing to discuss regional security issues with all Central American states
once "serious negotiations between the Sandinista regime and the Nicaraguan resistance are
underway."]
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